


 Serene’s Story   
About two years ago, Serene came into our lives. At the time, she 
lived with her addict mother in a trailer on the property of a house 
that served as a meth lab and a prostitution hub. The trailer that she 
lived in didn’t have water or toilet facilities, so she had to go into 
the house to shower or use the restroom. This put her in immediate 
danger because of the addicts in the home. Food was random and 
scarce. She wasn’t doing well at school because she didn’t attend 
due to her personal needs not being met. 

She called one night in distress, so with her mother’s expressed 
written permission, we rescued her from the environment and 
temporarily housed her in one of our Elder’s homes. She began 
attending church regularly, and was encouraged to attend a 
Radical Reality Camp. She returned changed; her entire outlook 
on life was different. She smiled. 

Again with her mother’s permission, our host family obtained legal 
guardianship of Serene. Her new home life is stable, her health, 
personal hygiene, and grades have improved, and where once she had no hope of even graduating high school, now 
she has begun to make plans for college. Life is truly moving forward for this young lady. 

Pastor Steve Reyes
Lighthouse Christian Church

“A Google…an 
invite…a motivational 

talk…a connection 
with a coach I haven’t 

seen in 15 years…
and here I am in Reno 

celebrating a State 
Championship.” 

continued from front~

Hannah’s 
Story

Hanna Heden was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma.  Toward the end of her chemo 
the doctor informed her that it was at stage 
4 and the cancer had spread into her bone 
marrow. Shortly after that she went for a test 
which could specifically tell them what was 
going on with the cancer. While waiting to 
have the test administered she prayed and 
asked the Lord to heal her of cancer.  When 
the test came back she was cancer free! 

Hannah continued with her radiation and on 
my birthday I received these encouraging 
scriptures that she created.  I cannot 
communicate how much she encouraged 
me.  Knowing what she’s been going through, 
that she would take time to encourage me, 
brought me to tears. As she faced the most 
difficult trial she has ever faced she did not 
flinch. Hannah has been one of the greatest 
examples of courage to me.


