
     I want to thank everyone who prayed for us 
and reached out during the Holiday season. We 
appreciate you more than you know. We could 
feel the strength of your prayers as we travelled 
this new, unknown and painful territory. We kept 
with some of the traditions that Donnie loved so 
much. Traditions like putting a lot of lights on the 
house, not waiting until Christmas to open our 
gifts and blessing others to have a Christmas.
     I also attended a Chi Alpha college meeting, 
accompanied by my friend, Amy Hunt, at the 
University of Pacific in December. It felt good 
to be around college students again. Marc and 
Natalie Afshar (who we support) are doing a great 
job reaching students.
     Lately, I’ve been spending more time, quietly 
sitting with the Lord. I take my morning cup 
of coffee, go to my comfortable spot, sit and 
breathe. I’ll pray for what comes to my mind, read 

the Bible or listen to music.  Or, I just talk to God.  
Sometimes he has to hear the pain of my grief and 
sometimes I am thanking him for the things he 
has blessed me with or I’m asking him for wisdom. 
And sometimes I am just quiet.
     Thirty-two years ago, Donnie and I were in 
Shreveport, Louisiana doing meetings at First 
Assembly of God.  On Sunday, before Donnie 
spoke, Pastor Rodney Duron went up to the mike 
and spoke these words, which have reverberated 
with me ever since, “Time spent with God is never 
wasted time.” Every time I think that I “don’t have 
the time” to pray, read the Bible or just be alone 
in God’s presence, I hear Pastor Duron’s words, 
“Time spent with God is never wasted time.”
     And I spend time with God, knowing he will 
help me. I hope Donnie’s message on the back will 
help and encourage you this year in spending time 
with the Lord.     ~Cindy
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Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 
got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place 
where He prayed. – Mark 1:35

Where do you meet with God?  When do you meet with 
God?

I can imagine when the disciples got up in the morning 
they would count, 1-2-3-4…where is Jesus?  He is with 
his Father.   Before he fed the multitudes, he prayed; 
before he chose his disciples, he was in the hills by 
himself praying; before he walked on water, he was 
praying; but if we are honest, many of us are not. Thus, 
the multitudes go unfed; the storms of life prevail over 
us and we keep picking the wrong people.

Something happens when we are alone with God that 
doesn’t happen in any other context.  When we spend 
time with God we are saying, “God, my dependency is 
on You!”

Listen to the prophet Isaiah:

4The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, 
to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens 
me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like 
one being taught.  5The Sovereign Lord has opened my 
ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn 
back.  6I offered my back to those who beat me; my 
cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not 
hide my face from mocking and spitting.  7Because 
the Sovereign Lord helps me I will not be disgraced.  
Therefore, I have set my face like flint, and I know I will 
not be put to shame.  8He who vindicates me in near.  
Who then will bring charges against me? – Isaiah 50:4-8

Here are some keys to spending time with God:

1. Consistency – “He wakens me morning by morning.”  
Jesus was consistent in spending time with the Father.  
Mornings are a great time, before we start the day, and 
our mind is clearer.  If mornings are not possible, find a 
time when you can sit in solitude to spend time with the 
Lord.

2. Listening – “…wakens my ear to listen like one being 
taught.”  Jesus was hearing God’s voice.  God wants to 
talk to us. There is nothing more important than hearing 
God’s voice. A disciple of Jesus is someone who is 
hearing his voice.

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they 
follow me. – John 10:27

3. Words of wisdom – “The Sovereign Lord has given 
me an instructed tongue to know the word that sustains 
the weary.”  The results of hearing God’s voice is that he 
will give us words to encourage others.

4.  Personal Guidance – “I offered my back to those 
who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out 
my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and 
spitting.”  Jesus knew what the next move was.  
Because he had personal guidance he responded to 
God’s leading.

5.  Supernatural Strength and Determination – 
“Therefore, I have set my face like flint, and I know I will 
not be put to shame.”  All of history depended on his 
self-control.  He was given the power to withstand his 
enemies and stay on a mission without wavering.

Before you leave your quiet time with the Lord, ask 
yourself:

Did I let God love me?  Romans 8:37-39 says “But we 
have power over all these things through Jesus Who 
loves us so much.  For I know that nothing can keep us 
from the love of God. Death cannot! Life cannot! Angels 
cannot! Leaders cannot! Any other power cannot! Hard 
things now or in the future cannot!   The world above 
or the world below cannot! Any other living thing 
cannot keep us away from the love of God which is ours 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NLT)

Did I let God search me?  Psalm 139:23 says, “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts.  See if there is any hurtful way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.” We won’t let God 
search us until we are sure he loves us.  The devil brings 
guilt and condemnation; the Holy Spirit gently convicts 
us.  Once sin is tolerated, it increases.  Never allow your 
position to keep you from confessing sin. When we do, 
God is faithful to forgive us.

Did I let God show me?  Psalm 32:8 says, “I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you and watch over you.”  God wants 
to prepare me for the day. He will speak to me in the 
quietness of my heart or when I am pondering on 
something in the Word.  Stop and dwell upon what he 
shows you, even write it down.

All through the Bible we see that God loves relationship.  
God called Abraham his friend.  Jesus said to his 
disciples in John 15:15, “I no longer call you slaves, I call 
you friends.”

Proverbs 8:34,35 – Blessed are those who listen to me, 
watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. For 
those who find me find life and receive favor from the 
Lord. 
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