
I am writing this on November 11th, the day of 
Donnie’s “spiritual birthday”, when 38 years ago 
he gave his life to Christ.  Each year, on this day, 
Donnie would go to UOP and walk around his old 
haunts, ending up at Farley House, the dormitory 
where he was Head Resident and gave his heart to 
the Lord.  And he celebrated what God had done 
in his life. 

Last year he wrote 
this, “37 years ago, 
this month I said, 
“yes,” to Jesus! I am 
forever thankful for 
that decision. I pause 
today and am in awe 
of what God has 
done in my life.”

Today, I drove to 
the UOP campus, to 
celebrate Donnie’s 
special day.  Parking 
Donnie’s truck, I got 
out and started on 
my way to Farley.  As 
I walked past Price 
House, I pictured the 
first time I laid eyes 
on him in 1979 as he 
was standing outside 
of there.  I was with 
a class from Delta 
College and Donnie 
gave us a tour of the 
dorm. 

As I arrived at Farley House, I took pictures and 
just stood there, lost in thought…looking at the 
dorm, the two windows of his apartment, so 
familiar…remembering hanging out in that place.  
All of the laughs, the talking, the praying together.  
And I thanked God for Donnie.   

When I went back to the car, I climbed in and just 
sat, sat and processed…missing Donnie, thinking 
about how we met and dated, how we had a 
college ministry on this campus. I turned on the 
car radio and Elvis was singing, “I Can’t Help 
Falling in Love”.  Perfect timing.  I drove to Morris 
Chapel where we got married, to the old Phi Delta 

Chi where we were 
Head Residents and 
to the building where 
the Bible Study began 
36 years ago, which 
launched the college 
ministry…crying the 
entire time.  What 
memories!  Rich and 
full. 

To quote a text I 
received from our 
friend, Terry Douglas, 
“November 11, 1980, 
a great day for the 
Kingdom of God.  One 
life that was changed 
and because of that, 
changed many more.”

I’m grateful for the 
life and ministry God 
gave us together for 
36 years.  And I am 
truly thankful for you, 
who are praying for 
us, encouraging us 
and supporting us. 
Your strength is felt. 

I will continue to embrace the call of God to help 
change lives for His Kingdom. 

We love and appreciate you, 
Cindy, Brooke, Anna & DJ
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Being content means to be satisfied, at peace and happy.  
Being content DOES NOT mean that you have to be 
satisfied with your present situation.

We have become a nation of complainers and instead, 
we need to develop a lifestyle of gratefulness.  Let’s find 
something to be thankful for.  Please don’t wait for a 
disaster to hit your life before you find something to be 
thankful for.  Did you wake up this morning?  Did you ride 
to work or school today?  Have food in your cupboard?  
Shoes on your feet?

75% of the world lives in poverty, without food, shelter and 
a bed to sleep on.

Philippians 4:12 – “I know what it is to be in need, and I 
know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed 
or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”

Content = to be satisfied, at peace, to be happy.
My dad never told me about easy times.  Some of you 
know about both easy times and hard times.  Behind every 
face is a story.  Happiness is not in the destination – it’s in 
the journey.  It’s not where you are that makes you happy.  
It’s who you are.
There are people who have sold their souls to get where 
they are.  If you don’t enjoy what you have, how can you be 
happy with more?   

What tries to rob us of contentment? 

1.  Circumstances
Stuff happens!  As long as you are alive, things will happen, 
and no one is exempt.  It’s the “stuff” (good or bad) that 
makes life interesting.  Learn from it, but don’t waste your 
energy whining about it.

2.  People
People can be a difficult.  They can let you down and 
discourage you.  As long as you are still worried about 
what others think of you, you are owned by them.

3.  Things
Things break!  Cars have flat tires, engines go out, washing 
machines stop working…things go wrong.

4.  Comparing
We compare houses, cars, careers.  We are constantly 
comparing ourselves to someone else and we need to learn 
to be content with who we are.

Life is a series of outcomes.  When the outcome is what 
you want – great!  Figure out what you did right and keep 
doing it.  Sometimes the outcome isn’t what you wanted.  
Figure out what went wrong and make adjustments.  
Circumstances don’t make people, they reveal people. 

Success is for your pleasure; failure is for your learning. 

Philippians 4:4-9
“Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present you 
request to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy – think about such things.”

The Secret of Being Content

1.  I Adjust My Heart
I get my heart right by making sure there are no offenses.  
I make sure my heart is pure.  Having a right heart leads 
to having right thoughts. It’s important to have a grateful 
heart.  

2.  I Adjust My Head
The secret of living a life of contentment is to focus our 
thoughts on the things which are true, honorable, right, 
pure, lovely, admirable and praiseworthy. And being 
thankful for the things we have, not the things we don’t 
have.  Whatever you recognize, you become thankful for.  
And whatever you are thankful for increases, being thankful 
to God every day.

Philippians 1:6 – “He who began a good work in you will 
continue it to the day of Christ Jesus.”

That means that what God starts, He finishes!

THE SECRET TO CONTENTMENT
A Word from Donnie 

C A M B O D I A  U P D A T E
Last month I asked if anyone would like to help Terry with his outreach 
trip to Cambodia to work with Agape International Missions and 
Cambodian Prison Fellowship.  He has just been asked to speak in 5 
prisons!  I want to thank those of you who responded!  
Please pray for him as he prepares for his trip. 


