
I was preaching in Elk Grove recently and after the first service a young 
couple approached me who were starting a Chi Alpha at Sacramento 
City College. They said to me, “We’ve traced every move of God on the 
college campuses in Northern California back to the revival at UOP.”  
It so moved me, I felt like I was looking back in time at Cindy and 
myself.  And they wanted me to pray for them.

Cindy has told me more than once that her happiest times in ministry 
were on the college campus. Our first Chi Alpha meeting 
was on September 17, 1982 at the Anderson Y on the UOP 
campus with 20 students. Three years later, May of 1985 
on a Friday night, there were 396 students. 

We have a tendency to look at numbers in a revival but 
it was more than numbers of people. It really was the 
fellowship, worship, witness and discipleship (mentoring) 
we had. This was all built around community. God created 
us for community…we weren’t created to do life alone. 

As a result, we saw lasting fruit and many of the relationships 
built continue to this day. 

All lasting ministry flows out of relationship. We laughed 
together, we cried together, we celebrated victories together, we 
rose from defeats together. That’s what the kingdom of God is 
about. Jesus talked about laying his life down. An army doesn’t 
go into battle and fight for the hate of the enemy in front of him; 
he fights for the love of those beside 
him. 

From 1982-2000 there was a Chi Alpha 
at UOP. Now, seventeen years later, 
God raises up a couple, Marc and 
Natalie Afshar, to bring back what was 
started in 1982. Marc was mentored by 
Sean Smith, who came to Christ back 
when we were at UOP. We are praying 
an even greater revival than happened 
in the 80’s will come to the University 
of the Pacific.  
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We can’t accomplish anything without standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before us. 
I want to honor some of the men who helped us launch the ministry in Northern California:
• Eugene Kraft gave me a place to preach.
• John Butrin helped us to launch and facilitate Chi Alpha and made a church home for Chi Alpha.
• Earl Johnson, the Assistant Superintendent of the Northern California District, allowed us to be who we were.
• Denny Duron modeled campus ministry as I heard of the stories his ministry at Louisiana Tech.
• Jim Seregow inspired me with his book, Jesus and the Radicals.
• Mario Murillo: we inherited his mantle from his ministry at Berkeley in the 1970’s.

This newsletter is dedicated to 
the memory of Karin (Leonard) 
Hulbert; dedicated follower of 
Jesus, discipler, wife, mother, 

sister and friend.
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WITH THE PRESIDENT AND VP OF UOP
DONNIE ON THE UOP FOOTBALL TEAM

CHI ALPHA GROUP - UOP -1984

This article was written by John D. Butrin, 
in April, 1983 (edited) 
“Give me 20 students and we will take 
this campus for You, Lord.” 
     These words were spoken in August 
1982 by Donnie Moore, a young man 
committed to seeing college students 
come to know Jesus Christ. The campus 
is the University of the Pacific in 
Stockton, California.
     “The Lord didn’t give me 20,” says 
Moore, “He gave me five.” 
     As he continued his story, he related 
how the Lord himself had only 12, and 
that in the final analysis it was going 
to be the power of the Holy Spirit that 

would do the job—not numbers of 
people or even their great abilities.
     Since early September when the 
small group organized as a Chi Alpha 
fellowship on campus, the Lord had 
added to their number. Their weekly 
meeting now ministers to over 75. More 
than 30 have given their lives to Christ, 
and an even greater number have been 
filled with the Holy Spirit.
     At present seven Bible studies are 
being conducted in dormitories and 
fraternity houses with more being 
planned. Donnie Moore has also begun 
a study with the university’s baseball 
team whose schedule prohibits them 
from attending church on Sunday.

     He and his wife Cindy are both 
graduates of UOP and now serve as 
head residents of the Phi Delta Chi 
fraternity. Living in such a strategic 
location on the campus has given them 
continual opportunity to share the love 
and power of Christ. Since September 
the president, vice-president, and 

five other members of the house, as 
well as six of the fraternity’s “little 
sister’s” have been saved and filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Donnie states that a 
remarkable change has taken place in 
the atmosphere of the house.

     A 1979 graduate, Donnie Moore 
excelled during his years at the 
university as a quarterback of the 
football team and later as a baseball 
pitcher. Although he was not a 
Christian at the time, he earned a 
reputation among students and faculty 
alike as an all-around great guy.

     During a short stint with a local 
semipro football team in 1980, he 
overdosed on steroids along with toxic 
doses of vitamins A and D. Near death, 
he called out to the God he heard about 
as a boy in Sunday school to save his 

soul and heal his body.
     Although the physical healing 
took several weeks, the spiritual 
transformation was immediate. Since 
that day he has spent his spare time 
devouring he Word of God and applying 
its principles to his life…
     When asked why he feels that God is 

moving is such tremendous ways 
on the UOP campus, Moore firmly 
states he is honoring the promise 

of God’s Word found in Isaiah 43:18,19: 
“Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now, it springs up; do you not perceive 
it? I am making a way in the desert and 
streams in the wasteland” (NIV).

     Students are spending hours seeking 
God. “That’s what it takes, says Moore, 
“students who will one day be corporate 
executives realizing they are called to be 
effective for Christ where they are now.
     “It’s not the abilities of a superstar 
or any one person. It’s simply students 
who make a radical commitment to 
Jesus Christ.” 
     The story is continuing. At a recent 
planning meeting the Chi Alpha 
leadership recommitted themselves 
to the ongoing task of effectively 
representing Christ. They are fully 
convinced they are part of the mighty 
army God is mustering to do battle 
against Satan and his forces. 

God Has No superstars

“Give me 20 studeNts aNd we will take tHis campus for You, lord.”

INTRAMURAL FOOTBALL TEAM CHAMPIONS! KARIN LEONARD (HULBERT) AND 
SEAN SMITH - UOP DIRECTORS 
1987-1990


